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PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  KEEP THIS COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS 

 

MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR KINDERGARTEN PROMOTION TO FIRST GRADE 

AT METROWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

1. Student will be reading at a DRA level 4 with 90% accuracy. 

2. Student will be able to write one complete sentence with a capital letter and a period with a 

matching picture. 

3. Student will know the kindergarten sight words list with 80% accuracy. 

4. Student will understand addition and subtraction fact families to 10 through the use of 

manipulatives. 

5. Student will identify two-dimensional shapes such as squares, triangles, circles, rectangles, 

hexagons, and trapezoids. 

6. Student will identify three-dimensional shapes such as spheres, cubes, cone and cylinders. 

7. Student will represent quantities with numbers up to 20, verbally, in writing, and with 

manipulatives. 

 

 

The following skills will be introduced in your child’s classroom this year. 

READING 
The student… 
 recognizes letters of the alphabet 

 associates sounds with letters of the alphabet 

 identify separate sounds in a spoken sentence 

 decodes simple words in isolation and in a text 

 understands basic phonological/phonetic principles (ex., knows rhyming words, knows words that have the same 

initial and final sounds and blends individual sounds into words) 

 segments sentences in the correct number of words 

 identifies, blends, and segments syllables in words and in onset and rime (/ch/ /op/) 

 identifies initial, final, and medial sounds in words like “sat” 

 blends and segments individual sounds in simple, one-syllable words 

 manipulates individual sounds in words such as “sat”  

 understands how print is organized and read (ex., locating print on a page, matching print to speech, knowing 

parts of a book, reading from top-to-bottom and left-to-right and sweeping back to left for the next line 

 uses a variety of sources to build vocabulary (ex., word walls, other people and life experiences) 

 develops vocabulary by discussing characters and events from a story, describing common objects/events, and 

by identifying and sorting common words into basic categories ( ex. colors) 

 uses language correctly to express spatial and temporal relationships, like up/down 

 uses strategies to comprehend text (ex., retelling, discussing, asking questions, using illustrations and 

sequences of events, background knowledge,  text features i.e.title, captions) 

 knows the main idea or essential message from a read-aloud story or informational piece 

 determines if a reading selection is fact or fiction 

 identifies the reason the author wrote the story (to entertain, persuade or inform) 

 selects materials to read for pleasure 
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 identifies familiar literary forms (fairy tales, tall tales nursery rhymes, fables) 

 recognizes a beat, rhythm and rhyme in rhyming selections 

 identifies the purpose of nonfictional text 

MATHEMATICS 
ALGEBRA 

The student… 

 represents quantities with numbers up to 20, verbally, in writing, and with manipulatives. 

 solves problems including those involving sets by counting, by using cardinal number and ordinal numbers, by 

comparing, by ordering, and by creating sets to 20. 

 solves word problems involving simple joining and separating situations. 

 identifies and duplicates simple number and non-numeric repeating and growing patterns. 

GEOMETRY 

The student… 

 describes, sorts, and re-sorts objects using a variety of attributes such as shape, size, and position. 

 Identifies, names, describes, and sorts basic two-dimensional shapes such as squares, triangles, circles, 

rectangles, hexagons, and trapezoids. 

 Identifies, names, describes, and sorts three-dimensional shapes such as spheres, cubes, and cylinders. 

 Interprets the physical world with geometric shapes, and describes it with corresponding vocabulary. 

 Uses basic shapes, spatial reasoning, and manipulatives to model objects in the environment and to 

construct more complex shapes. 

 Compares and orders objects indirectly using measurable attributes such as length, height, and weight. 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the concept of time using identifiers such as morning, afternoon, day, 

week, month, year, before/after, shorter/longer. 

 

 

Ideas for helping your child at home 

Language Arts 

 Take your child to the library to get a library card and choose books.  Talk, sing, listen and read to your child 

every day 

 Put letters in a bag and have your child reach for a letter and say the sound.  Have him/her reach in for 

another letter.  If your child does not know a sound, say the sound and put it back in the bag.  Count how many 

sounds they can do in a minute. 

 Write a note each day to put in your child’s lunch box or on your child’s pillow 

 Read a nursery rhyme.  Reread leaving out the last word of every other line of the rhyme for your child to say 

Mathematics 

 Allow your child to help you sort the groceries before putting them away (canned goods, boxes or items that 

need refrigeration). 

 Have a bag of various objects.  Have your child sort by size, then shape, color, texture, etc. 

 Practice counting orally to 100 by 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s using a hundred chart. 


